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Chris O'Brien
“

From: dwent@verizon.net

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:32 AM

To: Senate Finance; House Finance Committee
Subject: FW: S 108. H 5781

Please see below

Dick Went

Chair

Northern Rl Conservation District
State Conservation Committee Board
Rl Assoc. of Conservation Districts

Mobile: 401-345-3974
Phone: 401-647-4644
Email: dwent@verizon.net

5 Anan Wade Rd
North Scituate, Rl 02857

From: dwent@verizon.net <dwent@verizon.net>

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:03 AM

To: 'mailto:SenateFinance@rilegislature.gov'

<mailto:SenateFinance@rilegislature.gov>;

'mailto:HouseFinance @rilegislature.gov'

<mailto:HouseFinance@rilegislature.gov>

Cc: 'Sen. Ujifusa, Linda L.' <sen-ujifusa@rilegislature.gov>; Megan Cotter <megan@megancotterri.com>
Subject: $108. H5781

To concerned Senate and House Finance committees, My name is Dick Went. | am a forest owner as well as Chair of the
Northern Rl Conservation District, board member of the Ri State Conservation Committee and Vice-Chair of RIFCO.

Last year | served on the wild fire study commission. During our hearings we heard from a number of experts how far
behind we are with mitigating and preparing for brush and forest fires. With climate changing, and the introduction of
more pests that can kill our trees, we need the manpower to respond to these problems but more importantly to do the
work to help mitigate these problems. It has been proven that mitigation is less expensive than having to respond to a
problem. Unfortunately, manpower is needed for that.

For a number of years now, Division of Forestry has been losing FTEs. it is time to restore their ability to mitigate and
react.
| am in support of both $ 108 and H 5781.

Dick Went
Chair



Northern R| Conservation District
State Conservation Committee Board
Rl Assoc. of Conservation Districts

Mobile: 401-345-3974
Phone: 401-647-4644
Email: dwent@verizon.net

5 Anan Wade Rd
North Scituate, RI 02857



