To The Speaker and Houses Committee members

Hi my name is Tiffany Ryan | have lived in Newport for nearly 8 years, 5 of those
years | have worked for Lifespan at Newport Hospital, Rhode Island hospital and
Mariam hospital. | take pride in caring for my local community members. It was
with great reluctance and supreme sadness that | left my position at Lifespan 1.5
years ago. | currently provide anesthesia at endoscopy centers around Rhode |
Island and at an outpatient surgical center in Warwick. | deeply loved caring for
my community members and | pride myself in keeping my patients safe. Please!
Please support Senate Bill 3035 and/or House Bill 8237. If this bill isn't passed
our community safety is at great risk.

Important background to understand:

In order to become a CRNA one must work in an ICU as a Registered Nurse for
at least 3 years before applying to a Nurse Anesthesia Graduate program. This is
strikingly different from requirements for traditional Nurse Practitioner
prerequisites. | know because | was enrolled in an Adult Acute Care Nurse
practitioner program and the program required very little nursing experience.

In my Nurse Anesthetist Program at Northeastern University | trained for 3 years
learning how to manage patient airways under Moderate Anesthesia and
General Anesthesia. It is vital to understand how challenging and potentially
dangerous anesthesia sedation can be for patients without a secured airway
(i.e. breathing tube, laryngeal mask airway). The most challenging part of my
training was learning how to perform sedation in the Endoscopy Suite,
specifically during upper endoscopies. During these cases the
Gastroenterologist places a scope into the mouth of a sedated patient. The
scope then continues down, moving adjacent to the vocal cord and down the
esophagus extending further through the stomach into the opening of the small
intestines. In these cases there are a myriad of things that can go wrong (l.e.
retained food, laryngeal spasm, tumors) and all of which can result in
obstructing the patient's airway, a life threatening event.

These are the types of cases that Gildasio De Oliveira and Lifespan is proposing
that Nurse practitioners provide anesthesia in our community. This is so wild and
unsafe. No one in the United States is doing this because it is insanely
dangerous and completely negligent. Nurse practitioners have no training in this
type of patient care. Being certified in CPR and Advanced Life Support (ACLS)
isn't sufficient. If it were, why would | have spent 3 years of my life and 150k on
training to become a Nurse anesthetist? | have been ACLS and CPR certified



since | was a young nurse. It absolutely did not qualify to provide sedation in
the endoscopy setting.

Please! Please, for your safety, and the safety of your family members and our
community please support this Blll. This is a very slippery slope.

This is just another step toward eliminating high quality health care to all Rhode
Islanders. | believe if this bill isn't passed our most vulnerable, underinformed,
disparate populations will be the first people to unknowingly participate into this
very dangerous method of anesthesia sedation.

Please Call Me. | will make time to answer any questions. If you have a Gl
doctor you know and love and ask them how they feel about the use of Nurse
practitioners for sedation cases.

You're Concerned Neighbor and Local Nurse Anesthetist,

Tiffany Ryan, CRNA
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