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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
—-...._._._._

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 182
Approved April 26, 2024

WHEREAS, House Bill 7217, introduced by Representatives Knight, Caldwell, Boylan,
Dawson, Speakman, Craven, Batista, Felix, McEntee, and Ajello on January 18, 2024, proposes
the Rhode Island Assault Weapons Ban of 2024, aiming to prohibit the possession, sale, and
transfer of assault weapons within the state; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 7217 defines assault weapons based on specific characteristics
that enhance their lethality, including semi-automatic rifles with certain features, semi-automatic
shotguns with a fixed magazine capacity exceeding six rounds or the ability to accept a
detachable magazine, and semi-automatic pistols with specific features that increase their
firepower; and

WHEREAS, The act allows for the possession of assault weapons owned on the effective
date of this act to be "grandfathered” subject to certain registration provisions, thereby respecting
the rights of cumrent lawful owners while preventing the future accumulation of these firearms;
and

WHEREAS, Vielations of the act are subject to severe penalties, including fines of up to
ten thousand dellars ($10,000) or imprisonment of up to ten (10) years, underscoring the
seriousness with which the state views the unlawful possession and distribution of assault
weapons; and

WHEREAS, The act includes provisions for the secure storage and transfer of
grandfathered assault weapons, ensuring that these firearms are kept out of the hands of
unauthorized users and are safely stored to prevent accidents and misuse; and

WHEREAS, The Rhode Island Assault Weapons Ban of 2024 represents a significant
step towards enhancing public safety, reducing gun viclence, and addressing the proliferation of
military-style firearms in civilian hands.

NOW., THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Providence City Council hereby
expresses its strong support for House Bill 7217, recognizing the bill's critical importance in
promoting the safety and well-being of Rhode Island's residents through the regulation of assault
weapons; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. That this resolution be transmitied to members of the
Rhode Island State Heuse of Representatives and Rhode Island State Senate, and the Office of
the Governor, to affirm the Providence City Council's endorsement of House Bill 7217 and its
objectives to safeguard the community from the dangers posed by assault weapons.

IN CITY COUNELL
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LCO03374
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2024

AN ACT
RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES .- ASSAULT WEAPONS

Introduced By: Representatives Knight, Caldwell, Boylan, Dawson, Speakman, Craven,
Batista, Felix, McEntee, and Ajello

Date Inroduced; January 18, 2024

Referred To: House Judiciary

(Governor/Lieutenant Governor/Secretary of State/General Treasurer’Attoney General)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows.
SECTION 1. Title 11 of the General Laws entitled "CRIMINAL OFFENSES" is hereby

amended by adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 472
ASSAULT WEAPONS

11-47.2-1, Short title.

This.chaoter shall be known snd mav b cited a8 the "Rivde lsland Asmgl Weapons Ban
L0247,

11-47.2-2. Definitions,

0 “Amapinition, feeding device” means o magazine, bou, drum, hibe, belt, feed sirip, or
dsvice which i capalile of holding ammunition to be fed continuously and direetly therefram ipto
Asemi-automatic fircarm. The term shall not include an attached tubular device which is capable
el holding ouly .22 caliber rimfies ammynition,

s s
3 . ) ———
that has the ability to aceept u detachahle magazine, and has sither 2 pistol erp, or a flding gr
telescnpic stock,
{ia) A semi-autoiratic rifle with a fixed magogine capacicy guoesding ten i |01 rounds gr



19
20
2]
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
39
31

32

] e harrel e that

being busmed bot

L e that i3 attached io, o1 pamially o0 completely encing s
Rermits the shoater fo hold the firesrm with the pon-trigger hand withayt
cacluding 3 slide thal encloses the baryel:

{82 "Forward grip” means a grig gt hamdle hicated forward of the trigger,
1 "Grandfathered sssidt wiapon” maas amy asault weapon for which a cenificate of
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Weapons,

G0 A by enfeseement wilficer who fa it oterwise prahabited fmom receiving such a
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supsrintendent of the state poliee indicating the date on which the assaul weapan was rendered
ficer of i it s togiten o, i there | e

g ) A .

inogerable” shall mean 15t the wsauls weagon is alered in such a mysner that it is incapable of

dejcharging a shot by meand of an explosive and incapable of heing readily mstored o a firing

sondition,
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11-47.2-4. Registration of assault weapons.
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3
4
5 confidential and be disclosed withou a lawfil court peder, excen sueh cecords may be

§  disclosed to state or frderal law enforcement officors snd state and fegeral probation and prcls
7 i int i Ctheir duti
8 11-47.2-5. Usc and possession of assault weapong with certificate of possession.

23
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25
26
27
28
29
30
N
32

33 to any gther ceponis coquired by law, execute a cemificate fir and igs of the
34 gsnificsrc of wansfer 1o Be mailed ur deliversd tw the superintendsnt of the sigte police and the
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et are declared to be severable,

SECTION 2, This act shall take effect upon passage.

LC003374
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
OF

AN ACT
RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES - ASSAULT WEAPONS

[T

This act would ban the possession, sale, and transfer of agsault weapons. Possession of

assault weapons owned on the effective date of this act would be "grandfathersd” subject to certain
registration provisions. Viclations are punishable by a fine of up to ten theusand dollars ($10,000),

or up to ten (10) years imprisonment.

This act would take 2ffect upon passage.

LC03374
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