City of Providence

STATE QF RHODE ISLAND
_..._‘_

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 181
Approved April 26, 2024

WHEREAS, House Bill 7373, introduced by Representatives Caldwell, Knight, Fellela,
Batista, Boylan, Kazarian, Fogarty, Stewart, McEntee, and Handy on January 31, 2024, seeks to
amnend sections 11-47-60.1 and 11-47-60.3 of the General Laws in Chapter 11-47, Entitled
"Weapons,” focusing on the safe storage of firearms; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 2202, introduced by Senators Lauria, Pearson, Lawson, Gallo,
Euer, DiMario, Miller, Felag, DiPalma, and Cano, on January 24, 2024, proposes amendments to
Sections 11-47-60.1 and 11-47-60.3 of the General Laws in Chapter 11-47 entitled "Weapons,";
and

WHEREAS, House Bill 7373 and Senate Bill 2202 mandate that firearms must be stored
securely in 2 locked container or equipped with a tamper-resistant mechanical lock or other
safety device to prevent operation by unauthorized users, theteby enhancing the safety of Rhode
[sland homes and communities; and

WHEREAS, The bills introduce civil and criminal penalties for viclations of safe storage
requirements, establishing a framework for accountability and promoting responsible firearm
ownership; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 7373 and Senate Bill 2202 extend the requirement of including a
trigger lock or other safety device with the purchase of pistols, rifles, or shotguns. further
ensuring the safety of firearms from unauthorized use; and

WHEREAS, The legislation requires firearms dealers to post informational signs
regarding safe storage laws and the risks associated with improper firearm storage, thereby
raising awareness and encouraging compliance; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 7373 and Senate Bill 2202 include provisions for the distribution
of printed information on secure {irearm storage and suicide prevention resources to firearms
purchasers. as well as the development of educational materials for students and families on the
importance of secure gun storage.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Providence City Council hereby
expresses its strong support for House Bill 7373 and Senate Bill 2202, recognizing these bills®
critical role in promoting the safe storage of firearms, preventing accidents, and enhancing public
safety across Rhode [sland; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resoiution be transmitted to members of the
Rhkode Island State House of Representatives and the Rhode Island State Senate, and the Office
of the Governor, to aftirm the Providence City Council's endorsement of House Bill 7373 as well

as Senate Bill 2202 and their comprehensive approach to firearm safety and community well-
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
JANUARY SESSION, AD. 2024
AN ACT
RELATING TO CRIMINAL QFFENSES -~ WEAPONS

Introduced By; Representatives Caldwell, Knight, Fellels, Batista, Boylan, Kazarian,
Fogarty, Stewart, McEntee, and Handy

Date Introduced: January 31, 2024 .

Referred To: House Judiciary

(Governor/Li nt Governor/S y of State/General Treasurer/Attorney General)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Sections 11-47-60.1 and 11-47-60.3 af the General Laws in Chapter 11-47
entitled "Weapons” are hereby amended to read as follews:
wwrazs Safe sto - of a firearm.
(a) Nothing it this section shall be construed to reduce or limit any existing right 1a
purchase and own firearms and/or arnmunition or to provide authority 10 any state or local egency

to infringe upon the privacy of any family, home or business except by lawful warrant.

inepsrabie by any pevsen other than the ewier or ather lawfille pstborized wsey, For purpgses of
this section, such firearm shall not be deemed siored of lefl if the figerrm is being camied by or i
within such roximity to iis gueer or other lawfullv anthorized user that the firesrm can be readily
retrieved and wsed 5 if cacried on saul person. Any violation of this subsection shall result i, for
#fiod offense. o civil infragtion punshabie by 3 fine of 801 more than (wo besdred Gifty dollars
(82500 aod for g second offense, a civil infaction punishable by a fing of net more thag one
Mgrusaned gllars (31,0000 A shird or subsequent violadion of this subseciion shall, upon conviction,
be pueished by imprisongunt fof o more thian six {6} months, or a fine of nut moee than five
hundred dollars {$300]. or botk,

535 A person who stores or leaves on premises under his or her control a loaded firearm
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and who knows or reasonably should know that a child is Iikely to gain acces to the firearm without

the permission of the child"s pareat or guardian, snd-the-ehitd gy whe kaorws or rensonably should

pusscasing fircarms obtains access to the firearm, sad-ssusesinjun jo B
et pern-wtkliie Sttty ol e oo atssne-shoraas oo Firemrmansd: AQY person
whe viglates this section shall, upon conviction, <eh be punished by imprisoament for po mere
\ian o6z venr, of be fined zot more then one thousand dollars ($1,000) er-imprisonedfor-normars
than-ona-yeas; or both. For purpases of this secdon, a “child” is defined as any persca who has not
attamed the age of sixieen {16} gighteen (18) years.

s thew fivee £ veary, or a fige of not more they fve (housand dollacs (55,0001 or both.
teife] The provisions of sibsssanii subsections (=) and {d) of this section shail nat apply

whenever any of the following occurs:

{1) The child gz person who is prohibised, under stane gt federal law, fram purchasing or
pessessing (irearms obtains the firearm as a result of aa illegal entry of any premises by any person
or an illegal taking of the firearm from the premises of the owner without permission of the owner;

(2) The firearm is keptin-atocked contninerog-in-a tocation-oii-a reasonahls porsan
would-beheved0-be secured jn a bogked containes or equipned with 3 tamper-resisant mechanical
purson aiher than the vamer or other lpwfully authorized user;

(3) The firearm is carried w4 by the person gwner gr other lawfuily authorized uses or
within such & close proximity so that the individual can readily retrieve and use the firearm as if
carried on the person; mnd

(4) Thee firer B tondond et & hiwiing bt

(5) The child g7 persan wha is orohibited wnds stals or federal law, from purchnsing or
possessing fireanns obtains or obtains and discharges the fireanm in a lawful act of setf-defense or
defense of another person;
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kit b rensonahle-pspeoiii i based-areibrertve [aols S cd R AR A A
#a3(1} If the person who allegediy violated this section is the parent or guardian of a child
wheo is injured or who dies as the result of an accidental shooting, the nremey-geaesal s depanme
sfipmev geners] shall consider amang other factors, the impact of the injury or death oo the person
who has allegedly violated this section when deciding whether to prosecute an alleged violation.

(2} It is the intent of the general assembly that a parent or guardian of a child who is injured
or who dies of an accidental shooting shall be prosecuted oniy in those instances in which the parent
or guardian behaved in a grossly negligent manner.

11-47-60.3. Trigger lock required,

No licensed retail dealer shall deliver any pistol, rifle ot shatgus to any purchaser without
providing 2 trigger leck or other safety device designed 1o prevent an unactherized user from
operating the pessd fireanm

SECTION 2. Chapter 11-47 of the General Laws entitied "Weapons" is hereby amended

by adding thereto the following section:

11-47-60.4. Secure storage information and awareness.

bl ki i cmal sigr il b bewst etghs and s nehes (B %™ high by gleven
inhes (017 wide, and Featare block wext sgainst o white backimound and lotters that are ar least
fillirwing text, in English and Spanish;

WARNING: Access to a fiearm in the bhoame sigrificantly ingreases the rigk of swicide,
dsath during domestic violenss dispuics, snd the unintentional death of children, househald
meniers, of oibers. 1T wou o a foved oo is expserleocing distress and'or Jepression, call the 58S
Subvide and Ty boffae of tont “HOME™ 19 ME 741,

Sequrs firearm storage is the low in Rlods Isband, Rhode tdand state by saquires gun
owners to ssqurely store lkeir fircarms any time the firearms are oot in dheic possession gr contral
and b0 sevurcly-gtore [ireasms in premises uider their contzal where 2 child or person prohibited

LCO04005 - Page 3 of 5
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(firemrm storage requiremecnity umder state law, and sabcide prevention and other behavioral healih

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage

LC004005
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO CRIMINAL GFFENSES — WEAPONS

e
Ths act would require the safe storage of firearms and would provide civil and criminal
penalties for vielations. It would also add rifles and shotguns to the type of firearms that require a
trigger lock 10 be included with purchase. Firearms dealers would be required 1o post informational
signs regarding safe storage.
This 2ct would take effect upon passage,

LCO04005
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2024

AN ACT

RELATING TO CRIMINAL QOFFENSES - WEAPONS

Introduced By: Senators Lauria, Pearson, Lawson, Gallo, Euer, DiMario, Miller, Felag,
DiPatma, and Cano
Date Inmoduced: January 24, 2024

Referred To: Senate Judiciary

11 15 enacted by the General Assemibly as follows:

SECTION L. Sections 11-47-60.1 and 11-47-60.3 of the General Laws in Chapter 11-47
entitled "Weapons™ are hereby amended to read as follows:

11-47-60.1. Fule-sinrage Safe storage - Unsafe starage of a firearm.

{a) Nothng m this section shall be construed to reduce or mit any existmg right to
purchase and own frearms and/or ammumition or to provide authority to any state or local agency
to mfringe wpon the privacy of any family, home or business except by lawful watrant.

b A person who states or leaves a firearm n any phce is guilty of the viokiton of unsafe
storage of 8 fiearm wnless the firearm is secured in a locked contamer or equipped with 3 tamaer-
[esistant mechamral lock or other safery device, propeshy ergaged i order to render such firearm
poperable by gny person other than the owmer or other bwfully authorized user. For purposes of
this_ seciim, such fircarm shall not be deemed storedor kel if the fireanm & beiny earried by or is
within such progamy so #s owner or other liwfilly authoered user that the freanm can be readily
retrneved and used as if carricd on said person. Anv viokytion of this subsection shall result in, for
a first offense, a cnil_mnfiaction puneshable by a fine of not more than o hundred Fity dolkrs
(5250), and for a second offense. a evil infraction_punishable by n_fine of not more than one
thousand doflars (£1,000). A thrd or subsequent viohtion of thi subsecton shall, upan convigtion,
be punished by imprisonment_for ne mare than s (6) months. o a fime of not more than five
hundred dollars {$500}, or both.

fbi{e) A person who stores or leaves on premites under his or her contred a Joaded threarm
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and who knows or reasonably shoukl know thata child & ikely 10 gain access to the frearm without
the pernussion of the chikd's parent or guardian, wswbibs-siild or who knows or teasonabiy should
know that a person who ks pecdibited, under state of federn! iw, from purchasing or possessinge
fircarms is bkely to gam access to the frearm, s gty of cruminal storage of a firearm m the

e if'a chid or who i f te or federal iw, from purchasing o
posacssing firearms obtains access 10 the {Tearm, and-saiesapryo-haves - -lermalor s
aebieperseatwtthbhe dearin -ty s e e e beseree ek Any person
who viohtes ths secnon shall, upon conviction, +##= be punshed by amprispnmem for po_more
than one year, or be fmed not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) wr-srprrsinsd—ors-imes
thas-one-year or both. For purposes of this section, a “chid™ & defined as any person who has not
attained the age of smssesnidis sighteen { 14} years,

{d} A person is gudty of criminal storage of a fircarm m the first degree f they conmit she
grine of erminal storage in the second degree and the (rearm alaained by & chikd ¢r a person wha
& prohibited, under state or federal b, from purchasmg or possessmy frearms & used by said
person i the commission of a erime o to cause sy to himsell or herself or anw other person.
Amy violation_of this_subscction shall upon conviction, be punishable by ippriscoment for not
more than five {5} vears, or a fine of not more than five thousand dollars (£5,000), or hoth

tese) The provisions of swbseesiar+54 subsections (c)and {d} of this section shall not apply
whenever any of the following oceurs:

(1) The child or person who s prohibied, under state or federal biw, from purchasing or
passessmg fireanms obtains the firearm as a result of an illegal entry of any premises by any person
or anillegal 1aking of the firearm from the premises of the owner without permission of the owner;

(2) The freann & keps o« sk oo ar bbb ol [
vl ve-tahe secured in a bocked contamer or equipped with a tamper-resistant mechanical

lock or 1 safety device. thy engapged in order to render such firearmm rable by a
peson other than the owner or other hiwfully authorized user;
(3) The firearm 15 carried =n by the perssn owner or other hw a d user or

within such a chse proximity so that the individual canreadily retrieve and use the firearm as if
carried on the person, gl

{4 T Ao b vt ke devar

(5) The child or person who i prohitted, under state or federal huw, from purchasing or
possessaw fircanms obtains or obtains and discharges the firearm m a lawful act of self-defense or

defense of another person;
B T e ke e -LﬂM—F-—-*—o—-u—o—m—-n-r-pn-mﬂ n b o wmber hge o b
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ra( T 1) If the person who allegedly vialated this section is the parent or guardian of a child
who is injured or who dies asthe result of an accidental shooting, the mbormey gereral's deparmmen
attomey pencral shall consider among other factors, the impact of the mjury or death o the person
who has allegedly violated this section when deciding whether 1o prosecute an alleged violation.

(2) [tis the intent of the general assembly that a parent or guardian of a child who is injured
or who dies of an accidental shooting shall be prosecuted only in those instances m which the parent
or guardian behaved m a grossly negligent manner

11-47-60.3. Triggerlock required.

Ne licensed retai dealer shall deliver any pistol,_rifle o shoima to any purchaser without
providing a wigger leck or other safety device designed to prevent an unauthorzed user from
operating the pisted {wenrm,

SECTION 2. Chapter 11-47 of the General Laws entitled "Weapons” & hereby amended

by adding thereto the following secnon:

11-47-60.4. Secure storage information and awareness,

{a}Atany site where firearms sales or ransfers are conducted by beensed dealers m Rhode
Istnd, the Kcensed dealors shall conspruoushy dipdry  sign contaiming the mformation_set forth
in subscction [b) of this secuwn, n any area where the sales or transfers occur. Such szns shall be
poted & mancer so that they ¢an be easy viewed by persons 1o whom fircarms are sold or
tansferred, and shall ot be removed. obscured, of rendered ifleghble. 1fthe site where the saks or
transfers occur are the premsies ksted on the dealer's federal firearms bienseis]. an additional such
sigm shall be pliced at or near the entrance.

{b) Each informational sign shall be at kast ¢ight and one-half mches (8 %4 high by ¢leven
inches {117 wide, and feature black text agamst a white backgroumd and letters that are at least
one-balf mch (1/27) bugh The sigms shall not coptain other statements or narking other than the
followmg texi, m Eawlsh and Spansh

WARNING: Accesilo a fircaon m_the home sgnificantly increases the risk of sucide,

death durmg domesue violence disputes, and the unmtzptional death of children, household
members, of others. IF you or a loved onc is experienemy distress andfor depression, call the 988
Suiede and Cruis hothine or text "HOME" to 741741,

Secure fwearm storage i the bw i Rhode [shnd. Rbode ishind state law requires gun
owTers to securely store their firearms amy time the firearms are not m ther ersessian or control

and to sccurely store firearms m gremses under their control where 8 child o person prohbited

LC004006 - Page 3 of 5



from muchasing or possessing frearms & Fkely to uain aceess to them. Fafure to secyraly stom

fxcarms as required by baw may resull o fines andior cruninal prosecition,

{c}) The department of health, i consultation with the srate polce, shall develop detailed
prnted mformanon to be made avaiable to heensed dealers at no cost to the dealers, i English
and Spanish, regarding the risks of access to firarms, state bws requining secure fircarm storage.

a surmmary of the major provisions of chapler 47 of tithe 11 relating to fireanns, mchuding, but not

mformation for studemts and thew families, parents and guardios regarding the mportance of
secure man storage to potect mnors from accessing fireanme, the risks of aceessto TS, Secime
frearm storage requiremnents under state law, and sweide prevention and other behavioeal health

e . |_drstr hall anmually distribute a ilet_contaming thes_informs n
Englsh_and in Spanish, to all enrolled students and ther parents o gusrdins and make this

nformation ekctronically accessible on the dstrict’s webpage.
SECTION 3. This act shall ke effect upon passage.

LCO04006
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
OF

AN ACT
RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES — WEAPONS

s
This act would require the safe storage of firearms and would provide civil and criminat
penalries for violtions. It would also add rifles and shotguns to the type of fircarms that require a
trigger lock to be nchuded with purchase. Fircarms dealers would be required 1o post informational
signs regarding safe storage
Thss act would take effcct upon passage.
LC004006
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