
      
 

P.O. Box 1467, Coventry, RI 02816                      www.risaa.org                        Office: 401-826-2121 
 

January 19, 2024 
 
 
Via email: HouseMunicipalGovernmentandHousing@rilegislature.gov 
 
RE:     Support for Bill H 7060 
 
Dear House Municipal Government and Housing Committee Members: 
 
The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association (RISAA), represents over 7500 recreational 
anglers and 29 affiliate clubs in Southeastern New England.  We support bill number H 7060. 
Recreational angling contributes $419mm in economic value and over 4,000 jobs to the Rhode 
Island economy.  
 
The Sapowet Marsh Wildlife Management Area and its contiguous coastal waters are critical 
places used by our recreational angling community. Sapowet Cove has been a valued fishing 
spot for decades, well-documented in books and websites. A mapping tool supported by CRMC 
and RISAA evidences the current recreational fishing use at Seapowet.1   
 
RISAA supports this legislation because it will uphold the intent of federal funds, collected from 
federal excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment (Wallop-Breaux and Pitman Robertson 
Acts), used to create “important fish and wildlife habitat.” RIDEM used these federal funds to 
establish, preserve and protect recreational opportunities for fishing and boating in the 
Sapowet Area with multiple grants dating from 1956-2016. The Federal Aid Project Agreement 
in 1959 was “To provide a public hunting and fishing area” for waterfowl and saltwater fish 
species.2 Objectives for a subsequent grant in 1997 were: 

“To identify, evaluate, and acquire properties in the Sapowet Management Area…that 
provide important fish and wildlife habitat values and which support public recreation 
for hunting, fishing and compatible fish and wildlife associated recreational activities.” 3 

The Project Statement further states: 
“The newly acquired habitats will protect these lands from potential 
development…Many forms of recreation are possible in the area ranging from such 

 
1 See attached screenshot of “Recreational Fishing Tool” Sapowet Point and Fishing Area. 
2 See attached Federal Aid Project Agreement, “Sakonnet River Marsh and Boat Launching Area,” August 13, 1959, 
page 4. 
3 See attached Application for Federal Assistance, “Project Statement, Sapowet Management Area,” June 25, 1997, 
page 2. 
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active forms as boating…fishing for important recreational gamefish such as striped 
bass, bluefish and squeteague are very popular in this area. Other important 
recreational species include tautog (sic) and winter flounder….” 

This legislation is needed because CRMC and RIDEM need specific guidance to protect this 
ecologically and recreationally valuable area. A commercial oyster farm operation has been 
proposed at the critical outflow of the marsh, but the proposed location creates significant 
conflict with existing users. Furthermore, CRMC is both the permitter and promoter of 
aquaculture, an inherent conflict of interest, which may lead to inherent bias in the permitting 
process. 
 
Our coastal waters are under increased pressure for development. Preserving some of these 
waters provides invaluable access for the public to enjoy Rhode Island’s most treasured 
activities. These activities, including fishing, bring recreation and tourism dollars to the local 
economy. Preserving, protecting, and restoring our coastal resources deserve as much 
consideration as development. Bill H 7060 helps protect the Sapowet Wildlife Management 
Area for future generations. 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

  Scott A. Travers 
 

 
   Richard Hittinger, 1st Vice President                     Scott Travers, Executive Director 
 

Cc: rep-casey@rilegislature.gov rep-fogarty@rilegislature.gov rep-speakman@rilegislature.gov  
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• Hexagons represent recreational fishing areas reported through angler surveys
and data collection.

Footnote 1: Recreational Angling Tool



Proposed oyster farm
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• Recreational fishing tool showing area used for recreational fishing. Green
hexagon is specific fishing access area. Entire area mapped as area used for
recreational fishing through angler surveys and data collection.

Recreational Angling Tool
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