April 3, 2025
Dear House Government Committee Clerk Steven Sepe:

We, the undersigned authors and illustrators, are writing to support the Freedom to Read Act
H5726. We urge you to protect the freedom to read for all people.

As authors and illustrators, our books are created with great care and intentionality, and we
recognize the responsibility we have to our readers. We are deeply concerned for the families,
librarians, and communities who suffer when the freedom to read is challenged and taken away.
A book may not be for every reader, but—as we know from the many letters we receive from
our readers—a single book can matter deeply to an individual.

Authors Against Book Bans is in support of this bill due to its protections for creators,
publishers, librarians, and teachers. We believe the private right of action is important, because
it provides the ability to enforce the law without expense to the state. The banning efforts
escalating across the nation particularly target BIPOC and LGBTQ+ stories; they seek to erase
history and silence the voices that speak truthfully about essential human experiences. When
books are removed or flagged as inappropriate, it sends the message that the people in them
are somehow inappropriate. It is a dehumanizing form of erasure. Every reader deserves to see
themselves and their families positively represented in the books in their libraries and
institutions of higher learning. Studies show that diverse books build empathy and reduce
prejudice, creating a more compassionate world for us all. As hate crimes spike across the U.S.,
we need these books now more than ever. Moreover, as today’s young people grapple with
mental health challenges, these books can literally be a lifeline, encouraging readers to seek
help from their families and communities.

For centuries, libraries have provided equal access to a wealth of knowledge and ideas for all
members of their communities. When pro-censorship groups seek to overwhelm or manipulate
these systems, seeking to advance their own political agendas or personal beliefs by censoring
books, they create an atmosphere of fear and oppression and infringe on our most bedrock
freedoms—freedom of ideas, of expression, of thought. The freedom to read is essential to
ensuring our communities thrive.

Books have immense power to build compassion, overcome prejudice, and enrich lives—but
they must stay on the shelves to do so. We call on the Rhode Island House Committee to pass
the Freedom to Read Act H5726.
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