
Why is it important to learn about Older Adults?
Major contributor to economy

• Older RI adults 2021 Social Security Benefits: $2.9 Billion

• 21% AGE 65+ in Workforce

• Invisible workforce of unpaid caregivers; contribute 
thousands of hours of volunteer work

• In RI, Age 50+ contributed 44% of state GNP and 44% of 
State & Local taxes (2018 AARP report)
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https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/research/surveys_statistics/econ/2020/longevity-economy-outlook-rhode-island.doi.10.26419-2Fint.00044.040.pdf








This study updates the 2019 “Forgotten Middle” study to understand the needs of middle-income 
seniors in 2033

https://www.norc.org/content/dam/norc-org/pdfs/NORC%20Forgotten%20Middle%202022%20-
%20Analysis%20and%20Findings.pdf#:~:text=The%20first%20study%20of%20this%20middle-
income%20senior%20cohort,data%20from%20the%202014%20Health%20and%20Retirement%20
%28HRS%29.







65+ Growth Projections – Scenario A
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Source: R.I. Statewide Planning, Rhode Island Population Projections Summary Tables, April 2013. access @ http://www.planning.ri.gov/ 



65+ Growth Projections – Scenario B
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Percent Age 65+                                                                                                              21%                                                                          21%
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(65-74 yrs)

124,910
vs. 128,110
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Source: US Census Projections: Updated on Dec 2018 by the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, Demographics Research Group, www.demographics.coopercenter.org



2020 RI HEALTH AGING DATA REPORT

ELDER INDEX

https://healthyagingdatareports.org/rhode-island-healthy-aging-data-report/
https://elderindex.org/

