
State of Rhode Island  
 

 

 
JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City 

of Providence on Tuesday, the Seventh day of January in the year of Our Lord Two 

Thousand and Twenty-Five. 

 

Volume 152, No. 18 Thursday, April 10, 2025 Eighteenth Legislative Day  

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Senate meets pursuant to recess and is called to order by The Honorable Hanna M. Gallo, 

Senate President Pro Tempore, on at 4:15 o’clock P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 34 Senators present and 4 Senators 

absent as follows: 

PRESENT –34: Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, 

DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, 

Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, Thompson, 

Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

ABSENT – 4: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, Senators Ciccone, Quezada and 

Raptakis. 

INVOCATION 

 

The Honorable Senate President Pro Tempore, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Murray 

to deliver the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

The Honorable Senate President Pro Tempore, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Murray, 

to lead the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

 



S.J. -- 2 JOURNAL Thursday, April 10, 2025 

 

APPROVAL OF RECORD 

The Senate Journals of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Legislative Days of the 2025 proceedings 

are read in part.   

Upon suggestion of Senator Murray and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journals 

are dispensed with and the Journals approved as recorded. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE 

Chairwoman Britto, from the Committee on Commerce, reports back, with recommendation of 

passage of the following measures: 

 

The Appointment of Christopher J. Fragomeni (Gubernatorial Appt) VICE Peter Willey to the 

East Providence Waterfront District for a term expiring March 31, 2029. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

The Reappointment of Jeffrey E. Bogosian to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation for a term 

expiring June 1, 2028. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

The Reappointment of Christopher H. Little, Esq. to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation for 

a term expiring June 1, 2028. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

The Reappointment of Jonathan N. Savage to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation for a 

term expiring June 1, 2029. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

The Reappointment of George Nee to the Convention Center Authority for a term expiring 

June 30, 2027. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

The Reappointment of R. Jeffrey Hirsh to the Convention Center Authority for a term 

expiring June 30, 2029. 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 
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COMMITTEE ON LABOR & GAMING 

Chairman Ciccone, from the Committee on Labor, reports back, with recommendation of 

passage of the following measure: 

 

Senate Bill No. 959 

BY  Ciccone 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- 

WORKPLACE PSYCHOLOGICAL SAFETY ACT (Protects bullying/psychological abuse in 

workplace inflicted upon employees by employers/co-employees/provides civil remedies to 

affected employees/fines against employers/imprisonment/fines against co-employees.) 

{LC2724/1} 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

Chairwoman LaMountain, from the Committee on Judiciary, reports back, with recommendation 

of passage of the following measure: 

 

Senate Bill No. 618 

(Dept. of Corrections) 

BY  Mack, Acosta, Zurier, Ujifusa, Euer, McKenney, LaMountain, Bissaillon, Dimitri 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- VITAL RECORDS 

(Provides an exemption for certain incarcerated persons from the payment of fees for a first 

request for vital statistics from the department of health.) 

{LC1366/1} 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Senate Bill No. 963 

BY  Mack, Bissaillon, Zurier, Quezada, DiMario 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 

LOCAL TAXES (Provides an 8% tax rate for those properties that are encumbered by a deed 

restriction for low-income housing set at 80% or 60% of adjusted median income established by 

HUD.) 

{LC1613/1} 

 

Introduced, referred to Senate Housing and Municipal Government. 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText25%2FSenateText25%2FS0959.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7Cbb0e0bf3af7d412ead3e08dd77bba612%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638798370013058378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BwNvMLo%2BZl6I5VaCTj4%2BiV9GAhUwJLZsuWeBF%2FqaxKs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText25%2FSenateText25%2FS0618.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7Cd15ecac65d4c4ea435c008dd785d609d%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638799064646565987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qOGe9mytVZbZwbFJrlRTXB6tttuiB3mVZ1iIsdgxg%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0963.pdf
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR   

The Honorable President Pro Tempore presents the following communication from His 

Excellency, The Governor, transmitting the following appointments and requesting the advice 

and consent of the Senate thereto: 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Labor and Gaming. 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DANIEL J. MCKEE 

April 9, 2025 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE, 

I have the honor to inform you in accordance with th.c provisions of Section § 42- I 02-2 of the 
Rhod.e Island General Laws, r have made th.e following reappointment to the Go"ernor's 
Wol"kforce 8()ard 

Paul MacDonald 
Labor Representative 

For a term expiring January I, 2028 

To this Appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

Sincerc'ly, 

Daniel J. McKee 
Governor 

Cc: Honorable Dominick Ruggerio, Senate President 
Honorable Valarie J. Lawson, Senate Majority Leader 
Honorable Jessica de la Cruz, Senate Minority Leader 

RHODE lsLAND STATE: HOUSE, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903 
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Referred to the Senate Committee on Labor and Gaming. 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DANIEL J. MCKEE 

Apri! 9, 2025 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE, 

I have the honor to inform you in accordance with the provisions of Section § 42- 102-2 of-the 
Rhode Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Governor's 
Workforce Board : 

Jessica L. Key, MBA 
(Rep of Higher Education) 

Vice 
Shannon Gilkey 

For a term expiring January I, 2027. 

To this Appointment. I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. McKee 
Governor 

Cc: Honorable Dominick Ruggerio, Senate President 
Honorable Valarie J. Lawson, Senate Majority Leader 
Honorable Jessica de la Cruz, Senate Minority Leader 

RHODE I SLA D STA TE H OIJSE, PROVIDENCE, R HOmt ISLAND 02903 
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Referred to the Senate Committee on Labor and Gaming. 

ST ATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
OFFICE OF GoVERNOR DANIELJ. MCKEE 

April 4, 2025 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SE ATE, 

I have the honor to inform you in accordance with lhe provisions of Section § 42-102-2 of the 
Rhode Island General Laws,. I have made the following appointment to Governor's Workforce 
Board 

Tracey Jeter 
Employer Representative 

Vice 
Rebecca Webber 

For a term expiring January I, 202& 

To this Appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. McKee 
Govern.or 

Cc: Honorable Dominick Ruggerio, Senate President 
Honorable Michael J. McCaffrey, Senate Maj1ority Leader 
Honorable Dennis L Algiere, Senate Minority Leader 

RHODE ISLAND STA TE HOUSE, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISlA~D 02903 
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Referred to the Senate Committee on Labor and Gaming. 

ST A TE OF RHODE ISLAND 
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DANIEL J. MCKEE 

April 9, 2025 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE, 

I have the honor to inform you in accordance with the provisions of Section § 42-102-2 of the 
Rhode Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Govenior's 
Workforce Board: 

Xaykham Khamsyvoravong 
{ Employer Representative) 

Vice 
David Chenevert 

For a term expiring January I, 2027. 

To this Appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. McKee 
Governor 

Cc; Honorable Dominick Ruggerio, Senate President 
Honorable Valarie J. Lawson, Senate Majority Leader 
Honorable Jessica de la Cruz, Senate Minority Leader 

RHODE [SLAND STATE HOUSE, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02!>03 
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COMMUNICATION 

 

The Honorable President Pro Tempore presents the following communication: 

 
Placed on file. 

SE ATOR 

ANA B. QUEZADA 
Dcp11ty Mnji!n!y H'71ip 

Dtstrict2 

P.O. Boll '27666 
Pr,wiJei1ee, Rbode Island 02907 

Rootn212 
Rhod~ lstand St~ t~ House 

Pro\idel\\'.e, Rhode [5J.amd 02903 

~n-<jueuJ rileglslature,go1• 

April I 0, 2025 

jenate Ollp1mhcr 

The Honorable Dominick J. Ruggerio 
President of the Senate 
318 Staie House 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear President Ruggerio: 

Com1niitee on Educatio11 

SECRETARY 
Cf.ln1q1i!tee on Jiidiciar'I' 

Please be advised that I will be unable to attend the Senate Session on Thursday, April 
10,h_ 

would appreciate it if you could record my letter in the appropriate Senate Journal. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,. 

Ana B. Quezada 
Deputy Majority Whip 
District-2 
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IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Senate Resolution No. 964 

BY Gallo, Lawson, LaMountain, Pearson, Zurier 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING APRIL OF 2025, TO BE 

"FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH" IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC715/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator DiPalma requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.    

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.    

 

Senator DiPalma moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, 

Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 965 

BY Mack 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING "BLACK MATERNAL 

HEALTH WEEK" ON APRIL 11TH - 17TH, 2025, IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC2763/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Mack requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.    

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.    

 

Senator Mack moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, 

Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, 

Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0964.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0965.pdf
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Senate Resolution No. 966 

BY Mack, Murray, Kallman, Pearson 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE LGBTQIA+ 

COMMUNITY 

{LC2279/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Mack requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.    

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.    

 

Senator Mack moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, 

Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, 

Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

Senators Mack, Pearson, Kallman, Bell, and Murray discuss the senate resolution. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 967 

BY Mack 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO 

THOSE FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS WHO LOST LOVED ONES IN THE JET SET 

CLUB TRAGEDY 

{LC2760/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Mack requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.    

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.    

 

Senator Mack moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, 

Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, 

Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0966.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0967.pdf
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Senate Resolution No. 968 

BY Sosnowski 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING OF THE 

HONORABLE RONALD D. NEWMAN 

{LC2714/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Sosnowski requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.    

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.    

 

Senator Sosnowski moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, Burke, de la 

Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Mack, McKenney, 

Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and 

Zurier. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a rising vote. 

 

Appendix 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025: 

 

1. 2025-S 962  

 BY Dimitri 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING OF 

EDMÉE PARISI 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

2. 2025-H 5030  

 BY McEntee 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF LOCAL TAXES 

 

 Committee on Finance recommends passage in concurrence. 

 

3. 2025-H 5703  

 BY Fogarty 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO THE KINGSTON WATER DISTRICT -- BONDS 

 

 Committee on Finance recommends passage in concurrence. 

 

Upon motion of Senator Lawson, seconded by Senator de la Cruz, the following measures on Today’s Consent 

Calendar, by unanimous consent, are read and passed, upon a roll call vote:   

 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, Britto, 

Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, 

Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, 

Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 0:   
 

 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0968.pdf
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Appendix 

 

CALENDAR 

 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025: 

 

1. 2025-S 241  

 BY Felag 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- CONSUMER PFAS BAN 

ACT OF 2024 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends passage. 

 

Senator Felag moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Thompson, Tikoian, 

Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The act is read and passed, upon a roll call vote, with 34 members voting in the affirmative and 0 

members voting in the negative as follows:  

 

YEAS – 34: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, 

Lauria, Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Sosnowski, Thompson, 

Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 0:  

 

 

2. 2025-S 844  

 BY DiPalma 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PROPERTY SUBJECT TO 

TAXATION 

 

 Committee on Finance recommends passage. 

 

Senator DiPalma moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, 

Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, 

Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The act is read and passed, upon a roll call vote, with 35 members voting in the affirmative and 0 

members voting in the negative as follows:  

 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, 

Lauria, Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, 

Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 0:  
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3. 2025-S 632  

 BY Sosnowski 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR, 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

(RIDOT), AND THE RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO 

EXPLORE INCREASING THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITY’S (MBTA) EVENING SERVICE TO THE WICKFORD 

JUNCTION/PROVIDENCE/STOUGHTON LINE ON WEEKDAYS AND INITIATING A 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

 

 Committee on Housing & Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 

Senator Sosnowski moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Thompson, Tikoian, 

Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

The act is read and passed, upon a roll call vote, with 34 members voting in the affirmative and 0 

members voting in the negative as follows:  

 

YEAS – 34: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, de la Cruz, DiMario, Dimitri, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, Mack, McKenney, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Patalano, Pearson, Rogers, Sosnowski, Thompson, 

Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 0:  

 

 

4. 2025-S 126  SUB A 

 BY LaMountain 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- LABOR 

RELATIONS ACT -- EMPLOYEE FREE SPEECH RIGHTS 

 

Committee on Labor & Gaming recommends indefinite postponement of the original bill and 

passage of Substitute A. 

 

Senator LaMountain moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Bissaillon, Britto, Burke, DiMario, 

Dimitri, Euer, Felag, Gu, Kallman, Lauria, Lawson, Mack, Murray, Patalano, Pearson, Thompson, 

Tikoian, and Zurier. 

 

The bill marked Substitute “A” is read and passed in concurrence and the original bill indefinitely 

postponed, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 30 members voting in the affirmative and 4 

members voting in the negative as follows: 

 

YEAS – 30: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio Senators Acosta, Appollonio, Bell, Bissaillon, 

Britto, Burke, DiMario, Dimitri, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Mack, 

McKenney, Murray, Patalano, Pearson, Sosnowski, Thompson, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Urso, Valverde, Vargas 

and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 4: Senators de la Cruz, Morgan, Paolino, and Rogers. 
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TRANSMITTAL  

By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to His 

Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State or to the Honorable House of 

Representatives forthwith. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Senator Lauria announces that the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services will meet 

today at the rise of the senate in the senate lounge. 

Senator Felag announces that the Senate Committee on Finance will meet today at the rise of the 

senate in Room 211. 

Senator Bissaillon announces that the Senate Committee on Judiciary will meet today at the rise 

of the senate in Room 313. 

Senator DiMario announces that the Senate Committee on Housing and Municipal Government 

will meet today at the rise of the senate in Room 212. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 

Upon suggestion of Senator Euer and by unanimous consent, the Honorable Senate President Pro 

Tempore, welcomes to the Chamber Autumn Guillotte, Erica Hammond, and Paul MacDonald. 

Upon suggestion of Senator de la Cruz and by unanimous consent, the Honorable Senate 

President Pro Tempore, welcomes to the Chamber Thomas and Marie Fontneau. 

 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 

Chairman Bissaillon, from the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government, reports back, 

with recommendation of passage of the following measures: 

 

Senate Bill No. 720 

BY  Ciccone, Bissaillon, Felag, Mack, Quezada, Vargas 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PROPERTY SUBJECT TO 

TAXATION (Authorizes the Providence city council to set the veterans tax exemption limit to 

an amount determined by the city council via ordinance or resolution.) 

{LC1618/1} 

 

Placed on the Calendar. 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText25%2FSenateText25%2FS0720.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7C4202e843c9ce4416d1a808dd790ecab5%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638799826631424878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jETWx8jFQEewuczAPtYcd%2F3TYsWjHbFOipGTfWo2lGU%3D&reserved=0
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House Bill No. 5694 

BY  Cortvriend, Finkelman, Carson, Spears 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 

LOCAL TAXES (Allows the town of Middletown to adopt a tax classification plan for 

residential real estate which divides the class into non-owner and owner-occupied properties with 

separate tax rates.) 

{LC1759/1} 

 

Placed on the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon motion of Senator Lawson, seconded by Senator de la Cruz, and upon suggestion of 

Senator Sosnowski the Senate adjourns at 5:08 o'clock P.M. in memory of Ronald D. Newman.   

 

 

HELENA S. REID  

Secretary of the Senate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText25%2FHouseText25%2FH5694.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7C4202e843c9ce4416d1a808dd790ecab5%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638799826631471547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=28cEtK8%2FhhdD4YvjLmdut8YHvUrai0GNd06xdJEBjmE%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix  

INVOCATION 

SENATOR MELISSA A. MURRAY 

Let us pledge today to recommit ourselves to ensuring that every person feels safe, respected, 

and free to be their authentic selves. And in a world that too often tests our compassion, let us 

choose to be an ally. 
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Appendix  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2025: 

 

1. 2025-H 5694  

 BY Cortvriend 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT 

OF LOCAL TAXES 

 

 Committee on Housing & Municipal Government recommends passage in concurrence. 
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Appendix  

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2025: 

 

1. The Appointment of Christopher J. Fragomeni (Gubernatorial Appt) VICE Peter 

Willey to the East Providence Waterfront District for a term expiring March 31, 2029. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

2. The Reappointment of Jeffrey E. Bogosian to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation 

for a term expiring June 1, 2028. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

3. The Reappointment of Christopher H. Little, Esq. to the Rhode Island Airport 

Corporation for a term expiring June 1, 2028. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

4. The Reappointment of Jonathan N. Savage to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation 

for a term expiring June 1, 2029. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

5. The Reappointment of George Nee to the Convention Center Authority for a term 

expiring June 30, 2027. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

6. The Reappointment of R. Jeffrey Hirsh to the Convention Center Authority for a term 

expiring June 30, 2029. 
 

 Committee on Commerce recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



S.J. -- 19 JOURNAL Thursday, April 10, 2025 

 

7. 2025-S 720  

 BY Ciccone 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PROPERTY SUBJECT TO 

TAXATION 

 

 Committee on Housing & Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 

8. 2025-S 618  

 BY Mack 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- VITAL RECORDS 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

 

9. 2025-S 959  

 BY Ciccone 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- 

WORKPLACE PSYCHOLOGICAL SAFETY ACT 

 

 Committee on Labor & Gaming recommends passage. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S.J. -- 20 JOURNAL Thursday, April 10, 2025 

 

Appendix 

TRANSMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR ON THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025 

 
House Bill No. 5030 

BY  McEntee, Tanzi, Spears, Fogarty 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 

LOCAL TAXES (Grants the town council of the town of South Kingstown the authority to enact 

a homestead exemption ordinance.) 

{LC448/1} 

 

Transmitted to the Governor. 

 

House Bill No. 5189 

BY  Knight, Boylan 

ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME 

RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF BARRINGTON (Validates and ratifies the amendments 

to the Barrington Home Rule Charter which were approved by the electors of the town of 

Barrington on November 5, 2024.) 

{LC896/1} 

 

Transmitted to the Governor. 

 

House Bill No. 5703 

BY  Fogarty, McEntee, Tanzi, Shallcross Smith, Carson, Donovan, Spears, Cotter, Caldwell, 

Cortvriend 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO THE KINGSTON WATER DISTRICT -- BONDS 

(Increases the maximum amount of the Kingston water district bonding authority from four 

million dollars ($4,000,000) to fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000).) 

{LC1706/1} 

 

Transmitted to the Governor. 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/HouseText25/H5030.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/HouseText25/H5189.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/HouseText25/H5703.pdf
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State of Rhode Island 

Senate Chamber 

VOTE BY PROXY 

To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

Pursuant to Rule 8.13 of the Rules of the Senate for the Years 2025-2026, and with your 
consent, r hereby cast my vote by proxy on the following matter before the Senate: 

□ J025-H 
[B"'2025-S Consent Calendar 

(Bill N 1unbcr) (AdtJict & Co11se11/, Order of Busim:ss, or Amendment Number) 

~PROVE 

• If voting on a Consent Cale11d.ar or Bill BundJe:, ple:.-ise: ,1,tt-acb .-. copy 

Senator Dominick J 
Senate District 4 

NOTARY 

State of Rhode Island 

County of Providence 

D DISAPPROVE 

Date 04/10/2025 

On this 10th day of Apri~ 20Q5, before me, the undersigned notary public, personall 

appeared Senator Dominick J. Ruggerio, personally t.nown to me to be the person 

w~°Je ~me is si~ed on this ~ocument in my presence. 

15385 12/Zl/2fll7 ~/ Tu HeienaS. Reid 
Notary Prrb!ic Sig11at1ll'e Notary Public Printed Notnry ID Commission Expimtion 

RECE.lVED BY THE OFFICE OF THE RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF THE 
MAJORITY LEADER/ MINORITY LEA DER S RET ARY OF TI-IE SENA TE 

",fo- tr (k if,-1t-J5 
D1tl1! Initials D.ate foit/11/s 

prroy,HY51Al 
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State of Rhode Island 

Senate Chamber 

VOTE BY PROXY 

To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

Pursuant to Rule 8.13 of the Rules of the Senate for the Years 2025-2026, and with your 
consent, I hereby cast my vote by proxy on the following matter before the Senate: 

~::241 
(Bill Number) (Advice & Consent, Order of Business, er Amendme11t NuinfJer) 

~ PROVE 

• If v0,ting on ;,. Con.sent Calt'nclar or Bill Bundll', pl!!.a~ att;i.ch a copy 

□ DISAPPROVE 

Senate District 4 

• d, 

J!, 1F" Dot, 04/10/1025 .g;,SJ; 
NOTARY 

State of Rhode Island 

County of Providence 

On this 10th day of April, 2025, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 

appeared Senator OominickJ. Ruggerio, personally known to me to be the person 

whose name is signed on this document in my presence. 

t-{~,,,<j , ~d__ HelenaS. Reid 15385 12/21/2027 
Notary Publ ic Signah.m• Notary Public Pn)1ted Nol11n1lD Commission Expiration 

RECF.IVEO BY IBE OfACE OFlH E RECECVEO BY THEOFHCE OF THE 
MAJORITY LEADER/MINCRITY LEA 1:eR SECRETARY OF rnE SENATE 

~ 
Date Dllte liiitials 
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State of Rhode Island 

Senate Chamber 

VOTE BY PROXY 

To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

Pursuant to Rule 8.13 of the Rules of the Senate for the Years 2025-2026, and with your 
consent, I hereby cast my vote by proxy on the following matter before the Sena~e: 

□ 2025-H 
GY2ozs-s 844 

(Bil/ Number) (AdDice & Consent, Order of Business, or Amendment Number) 
• If voting on a Consent C.alendu or Bill Bundle, pleu, altach a copy 

;J::y Sub~ltte , 

Senator Dominick /. R 

Senate District 4 

NOTARY 

State of Rhode Island 

County of Providence 

□ DISAPPROVE 

ate 04/10/2025 

On thjs 10th day of April, 2025, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 

appeared Senator Dominick J. Ruggerio, persona11y known to me to be the person 
whose name is signed on this document in my presence. 

--P~,), ~ jl_ HelenaS.Rejd 15385 12/21/20'Z7 
Notary Pub/,c Sig1111t11re Notary Pub/it Pnnlfd Notary ID Commission Expimticm 

RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF THE RECElVE.O BY TI-IE OFFICE OF THE 
MAJORITY LEADER/ MINORITY LEADER SECr< ET ARY OF THE SENA TE 

~ 
l11itia/s 

NOT.A,rt'Slit 
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State of Rhode Island 

Senate Chamber 

VOTE BY PROXY 

To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

Pursuant to Rule 8.13 of the Rules of the Senate for the Years 2025-2026, and with your 
consent, I hereby cast my vole by proxy on the following matter before the Senate: 

□~ 
IC!,2025-S 63 

(Advice & Consent, Order of Business, or A111e11d111e11f Number) 
• If voting on il Cons~nt Cal•mdar or Bill Bundi(:, plH.se atl.lch a. copy 

0 1 DISAPPROVE 

pectfu~ly Su~mitt~) r¾ _ . 
f · 1.,,C(.e/4 Date 04/10/2025 

Senator Dominick J. Ruggeri W 
Senate District 4 

NOTARY 

State of Rhode Island 

County of Providence 

On this 10th day of April, 2025, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 

appeared Senator DominickJ. Ruggerio, personally known to me to be the person 

whose name is signed on this document in my presence. 

~~A -1<1,,/a£__ HelenaS.Reid 15385 12/21/2027 
Notary Public S fg 1111t11 re Notary Pubfic Printed Nolnry ID Commission Expiration 

RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF THE RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF TH.E 
MAJORITY LEADER/MINORITY LEADliR SECRET ARY OF THE SENATE 

'/-(o-t-s Qt"\. J./:..;u ~ .5 
Datt lllitials Date Jnitin/5 

11:0TAKYSEAL 
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State of Rhode Island 

Senate Chamber 

VOTE BY PROXY 

To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

Pursuant to Rule 8.13 of the Rules of the Senate for the Years 2025-2026, and with your 
consent, I here'?Y cast my vote by proxy on the following matter before the Senate: ,, 

□ ~-H 
~2025-S 126 SUB A 

(B.ill Nw11!,er) (Advice & Cons.ent, Order of Business, or Ame11dmcnt N1m1/ier) 
,. If \'oting on a O:nuent Calend,u Ill' Bill Bundle, please attach a c1;>py 

Senate District 4 

0TARY 

State of Rhode Island 

County of Providence 

□ DISAPPROVE 

Date 04/10/2025 

On this 10th day of April, 2025, before me, the undersigned. notary public, personally 

appeared Senator Dominick J. Ruggerio, personally known. lo me to be the person 

whose name is signed on this document in my presence. 

-f~ A• --/OA ~ Helena S. Reid 15385 
Nolary Public Signature Notflry Public Prinled Not11rylO 

RECEIVED BY THE 0:FICE OF ntE RECEIVED BYTI-IEOFFICEOF THE 
MAJORITY LEAD ER/ MINOIUTY LEADER SECRET ARY OF nfE SENA TE -vi-"\ 

lllitials 

12/21/2027 
Commissiun E:cpir11tiu11 

ffOTAl'YSUL 
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